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“God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:24

S— “] Ain't Nothin'” By Mike Riley
Years ago in a church bulletin, | read of a southern gospel preacher, who

during the course of his sermon, wrote the word “Christian” on a blackboard as an

illustration. He then proceeded to cross out the first six letters — C-H-R-I-S-T.

Then he asked his audience what letters were left. They told him, “I-A-N.”
He responded, “Yes, you're right, and do you know what those letters I-A-N stand
for?”

“l Ain't Nothin""

That southern gospel preacher was exactly right — as a Christian, “l ain't
nothin' without Christ.

John 15:5 - | am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and |
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

Acts 4:10-12 - Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised
from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. [11] This is
the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of
the corner. [12] Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
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not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word
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2 Timothy 2:15
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The Joy of Hope

By Joe Chesser

Sometimes the best part of taking a vacation is the time spent gathering information and making plans
for it. Anticipating what you will do when you go camping or traveling or to Disney makes the vacation that much
more enjoyable. Getting brochures or checking out the web sites, studying the maps to learn what is available
along the way, and marking the days on a calendar fill you with excitement. In fact, there are times when the
anticipation of the vacation far exceeds the actual event.

Anticipating heaven should be even better than anticipating a vacation. It's too bad that many Christians
haven't learned to enjoy the preparation for heaven. Instead of finding joy in the present (John 10:10), some
Christians (and | hope you are not one of them) view the present Christian experience as one of drudgery and
travail. They see their walk with God in this life as one of hardship and suffering, and only view heaven as a rest
from their current troubles. But the hope of heaven is not in- tended to be restricted to eternity. There is joy in
the hope of heaven right now!

The hope of heaven serves to bring meaning and enjoyment to this present life in several ways.

(1) Hope in God serves as an anchor for the soul. The world is constantly in a state of flux, yet God gives
Christians the ability to live in this world with stability in the present because of hope for the future. Instead of
being “blown here and there by every wind of teaching” (Eph. 4:14) Christians are offered "hope as an anchor
for the soul, firm and secure” (Heb. 6:19). Christians have the security now that the world longs for!

(2) Christians are saved by hope (Rom. 8:24). This hope is a “confident expectation” that removes fear and
doubt. Since we are confident of receiving the salvation of Christ that comes by faith and obedience, joy fills our
souls. We find joy in doing whatever God expects of us because of the hope of what He has promised those who
are faithful.

(3) Happy is the soldier that is properly equipped to wage war. While we are in the flesh we are in a
constant battle with Satan, but God has given us all the equipment we need to successfully defeat him. A part of
that equipment is having “the hope of salvation as a helmet” (1 Thess. 5:8). Christians are assured that Satan
cannot defeat the army of God. We can celebrate our ultimate victory right now, today! Live joyfully as God's
soldier.

(4) Christians know “how great is the love the Father has lavished on us” (1 John 3:1). We know we are the
children of God right now! What we don't know yet is what we will be like when Jesus appears the second time,
but we do know this: that when Jesus appears the second time, we shall be like him (1 John 3:2). Having this
hope gives us the assurance we need to live pure lives in the present (1 John 3:3). Learning to live like God
today gives us a joy that anticipates the day we can live with Him forever!

(5) Despite the trials of life, Christians can “be joyful in hope” (Rom. 12:12). If we choose, nothing in this
life can rob us of the joy and anticipation of life with God.
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